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East softball All-Stars get payback with 10-8 victory 

 LaMar Gafford, lgafford@thetowntalk.com, (318) 487-63527:32 p.m. CDT May 21, 2016 

PINEVILLE — For four-and-a-half innings, Game 2 of the LHSCA/LSCA All-Star Doubleheader appeared 

to be all about pitching and defense. Then the offenses exploded. 

There were 18 runs in the final two-and-a-half innings as the East defeated the West Saturday, 10-8, to 

prevent the sweep. With the game quickly turning from a pitchers' duel to a slugfest, the teams battled 

through three lead changes. 

However, St. Amant first baseman Kourtney Gremillion delivered the shot to put to the Eastern All-Stars 

up for good with an RBI single in the top of the seventh inning. Gremillion, who is the niece of East coach 

Nancy Ensminger of Dutchtown, earned MVP honors for the East after going 2-for-2 and scoring twice — 

highlighted by a three-run home run in the top of the sixth. 

"It felt pretty solid," the UL Lafayette signee said. "I felt pretty good about it. I saw the pitches really well." 

This was also Ensminger's first time coaching with a niece of hers. She is the aunt of former 

Northwestern State pitcher Kaylee Guidry and current UL Lafayette third baseman Kara Gremillion — 

Kourtney's sister. Ensminger, who is also Dutchtown's coach, was on the same team as her sister and 

Gremillion’ s mother, Claudia, at NSU before finishing her career at William Carey. 

When asked about the play of her niece, Ensminger said, “The expectations were there, and she came 

through for us. She was on fire. I’m so glad I got to share the experience and to coach her. All these 

years and this is first time I’ve had a chance to coach a family member. I loved it.” 

Sandwiched in between Gremillion's at-bats was a three-run home run by Ascension Catholic outfielder 

Rae'Shaun  Malancon that gave the Western All-Stars a 7-6 lead in the bottom of the sixth. Malancon, 

who will play for LSU of Eunice next season, earned MVP honors for the West. 

"I'm honored. I don't know what to say," Malancon said. "It's an overwhelming feeling for me. We had 

great competition, and for me to be out there with them, it's an honor." The East had trouble finding its 

rhythm at first, as Kaplan pitcher Abby Trahan fanned five batters in three innings of work. 

Although the West also started sluggishly, Florien pitcher Abbey McMillan's sacrifice fly to score Elise 

Vincent opened things up for a two-run inning. However, the momentum shifted in the East's favor after a 

two-run double by Pineville outfielder Rebecca Martin to tie the game up at 2-2 in the top of the fifth, 

while Catholic of Pointe Coupee second baseman Katelynn Bellelo drove Martin with a double. 

"(McMillan) kept pitching me inside, so I knew it was coming and I made use of it," Martin said. The West 

regained the lead with home runs by Malancon and St. Thomas More's Bailey Hemphill. 
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After Mount Carmel's Samantha Dares drove in Claire Weinberger to tie the game and Gremillion's RBI 

single to take the lead, Jessie Watts' RBI gave the East the insurance it needed. Although North DeSoto's 

Sami Walters drove in Kaitlin David to make it 10-8, the West did not get any closer. 

Ensminger said of her team's victory, “It was a great game and a great experience. It was so much fun, 

and Ascension Parish really put on show. We had both MVPs and all the girls from the parish played well.” 
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Pineville's Rebecca Martin (33, left) scores against St. Thomas More's Bailey Hemphill (16, right) in the East vs. West LHSCA All-Stars 

softball game held Saturday at Louisiana College. (Photo: Melinda Martinez/The Town Talk) 
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Settle's blast helps West take Game 1 

 LaMar Gafford, lgafford@thetowntalk.com, (318) 487-63529:52 p.m. CDT May 20, 2016 
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PINEVILLE — On this day at Coca-Cola Wildcat Field, the West side was the best side. 

The Western All-Stars prevailed over the East, 4-1, Friday in Game 1 of the LHSCA/LSCA All-Star 

Softball Doubleheader. The West was led by Airline's Jamie Roberts, who broke the game open in the top of the 

fourth with a two-run double to give it a 3-0 advantage. 

"I already knew what the pitcher was like because I watched her play at the state tournament," Roberts said. "So I 

fouled off two balls and I just did what my dad always told me: 'Swing hard and you might hit it.' She threw me the 

inside pitch, and I went with it." In the fifth inning, Many pitcher Caroline Settle added an insurance run after she 

sailed a solo home run over the left field wall to give the Western All-Stars a commanding 4-0 lead. “The hit itself 

felt solid," Settle said. "Getting that hit in the All-Star game felt great." 

The East answered in the bottom half of the fifth, when Zachary pitcher Baylie Dorion hit into a bases-loaded 

fielder's choice to drive in West Monroe outfielder Tori Dennis to put it on the board. However, that was the only 

run that the Eastern All-Stars mustered as Belle Chasse's Haley Barbazon ended the sixth with a double play 

and Settle followed by retiring the side in the seventh. 

Settle, who will play for McNeese State next season, felt honored to be one of the 42 seniors that has an 

opportunity to take part of All-Star Weekend." "It's probably one of the biggest accomplishments in my life," Settle 

said. "I've worked just as hard as everybody else here, and it's paid off." 

    The West started slowly, but picked up the pace in the top of the first when North Vermilion outfielder Elise    

Vincent drove in St. Thomas More catcher Bailey Hemphill for the game's first run. 
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For Kaplan coach Shay Herpin, who guided the Lady Pirates to the Class 3A title three weeks ago, the 

opportunity to coach in the game was a good one. "It's awesome," Herpin said. "You can't say enough when you 

coach great athletes like this and let them play. It's a joy to watch them in the cage, hit and play. It's just so fun." 

The teams will have a short turnaround as they will meet again at noon Saturday for Game 2 at Coca-Cola 

Wildcat Field. Dorion hopes that the East squads can even the series. "We just need to hit more. and I need to hit 

my spots better," Dorion said. "We'll be fine. We have really good hitters." 

Softball stars to align for LHSCA/LSCA All-Star Game 

 LaMar Gafford, lgafford@thetowntalk.com, (318) 487-63528:57 p.m. CDT May 19, 2016 

All of Louisiana's senior softball stars will align at Louisiana College this weekend. Coca-Cola Wildcat 

Field will be the site of the LHSCA/LSCA All-Star Game Friday and Saturday. 

For 42 seniors, it is the final high school game of their careers as some of the players will move on to the 

next level. "I just feel very, very blessed," Rapides shortstop Cheyanne Guillory said. "I was very 

surprised and I'm very excited to play that caliber of players that are going to be there." 

Guillory will get her first cracks at Coca-Cola Wildcat Field, as she is looking to play with Louisiana 

College next season and will become the first Rapides player to play college softball. She hopes 

to join Calvary's Taylor Hammock, North DeSoto's Sammi Walters and Forest's Dakota Helmer, who 

signed non-binding financial aid agreements to play for the Lady Cats next season. 

"I'm just real excited to be around players that I can look up to and that will help me get better," Guillory 

said. Guillory changed the fortunes of the Lady Mustangs program over the last two years and led them 

to their first home playoff game in history this season. For those honors, she became the first Lady 

Mustang to have her number retired. 

"In my sophomore year, I decided that this was something I really wanted to work really hard at," Guillory 

said. "Every day, I tried to get better and tried to do something to help myself with the next opportunity. I 

just felt like hard work played a big role in that. For others, it is the final game of their careers. 

Pineville outfielder Rebecca Martin is moving on to LSU, where she will be a pre-med major. "It's a great 

honor to be able to play with some of the best girls in the state," Martin said. "It's also really neat, 

because I know some of these girls and never had a chance to play against or play with." 

Guillory and Martin will represent the East squad, which also has Pineville catcher Allie Williams 

and Jena's Kelsey Bradford on it. Menard coach Allison Frye will be an assistant on the coaching staff 

under Dutchdown coach Nancy Ensminger. The West squad will also have some Central Louisiana 

representation as Many's Caroline Settle, Leesville's Alexis Hagan and Elizabeth's MaKenzie Gushlaw 

will play under Kaplan coach Shay Herpin. 

There will be two All-Star games that will take place. The first is set for 6 p.m. Friday and the second will 

be at 1 p.m. Saturday. 
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Pineville's Rebecca Martin (33,left) will participate in the LHSCA/LSCA All-Star Game May 20-21 at Louisiana College. (Photo: Melinda 

Martinez/The Town Talk) 
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Pineville's Rebecca Martin (33, right) gets to first ahead of the tag by Ascension Catholic's Rae-Shaun Malancon (5, left) in the LHSCA 

All-Stars Softball Game held Friday at Louisiana College. (Photo: Melinda Martinez/The Town Talk) 
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